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NATIONAL WEATHER SUMMARY 
For the week of March 24-30 


HIGHLIGHTS: Blizzard conditions plagued the North~ 
ern Plains early in the week and again on the 27th 
and 28th. Winds of over 50 mph and heavy snow 
blinded much of the Dakotas and Minnesota. Although 
the blizzard caused considerable damage and incon~ 
venience, it did bring some much needed moisture to 
previously dry areas. Colder air moved southward 
behind each of the storms. 


PRECIPITATION: Early Monday a deep low was centered 
over Iowa and moving northeastward. A front ex- 
tended south from Michigan through Louisiana. A 
warm front reached from Michigan to North Carolina. 
Rain was falling in the Great Lakes area, freezing 
rain in Wisconsin and snow from Minnesota to Mon- 
tana. Blizzard conditions existed in the eastern 
Dakotas as winds exceeded 50 mph, the temperature 
dropped into the teens and heavy snow fell. 
Elsewhere, severe weather in the form of heavy 
showers and thunderstorms occurred ahead of the 


front in the South. Tornadoes were reported near 
Columbus, Miss. and Huntsville, Ala. 

The low center moved into southeastern Canada on 
Tuesday morning and the accompanying frontal system 
moved into the Atlantic. Snow continued in south- 
east Minnesota, Wisconsin and Iowa and snow showers 
in Illinois, Indiana and Michigan. A Pacific front 
moved onshore and advanced to southeast Oregon and 
central California. Rain fell in California with 
the larger amounts occurring in the north. Rain 
and snow showers accompanied the front into the 
mountains. 

By Wednesday the intense low center had moved 
into the Atlantic but the strong circulation around 
it was causing snow showers south of the Great 
Lakes to the Allegheny Mountains. The low pressure 
system from the Pacific moved to south central 
Colorado and began deepening as cold air from 
Canada surged southward behind it. An area of snow 
in Montana and Wyoming was spreading into the Dako- 
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tas. Snow showers were reported throughout the 
.astern Rockiés and into Arizona. 

Thursday morning found the deep low in northwest 
Kansas with the cold air bound by a front that 
extended from the low center through central Texas. 
A warm front reached southeastward through Louisi- 
ana. A high pressure system in the East was holding 
firm causing strong circulation around the low. 
Rain fell north of the warm front from Oklahoma to 
southern Illinois and snow from northern Illinois 
westward to Montana and Wyoming. Colorado had some 
snow in all but the dry southeast and southwest 
Kansas had little precipitation. 

Blizzard conditions accompanied the intense storm 
as it moved to eastern North Dakota Friday morning. 
Snow continued to fall from Montana to Wyoming to 
Upper Michigan as winds gusted to over 50 mph. Ten 
to sixteen inches of snow had been dumped in many 
parts of the Dakotas since Thursday morning. Rain 
moved eastward into Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, 
Ohio and West Virginia. 

The storm moved into Canada north of Lake Sup~- 
erior on Saturday and the cold air had moved to a 
frontal boundary*that extended from the low south- 
ward through Tennessee and Louisiana. A warm front 
extended from Lake Erie through northern Maryland. 
Snow was still falling west of the low to Minne~ 
sota and rain and thunderstorms occurred all along 
the front producing some ailstorms in the south. 
Flooding of some streams was reported in Kentucky, 
Tennessee and West Virginia. Another weather 
system was spreading snow from New Mexico across 
northwest Texas into Oklahoma. 

The cold front made a wet Easter Sunday in 
much of eastern United States. Rain fell from 
southern New England to the mid-Atlantic states 


‘to the 80's in Florida. 


and scattered thundershowers from the Carolinas 
to the central Gulf Coast. A new storm system 
was building in southwest Canada and is threat~ 
ening the northern Plains with more snow. 


TEMPERATURE: All but the extreme southeast 
United States had average temperatures below 
normal for the week. The area of greatest 
departure from normal was from the Dakotas 
to Utah where the week averaged 13 to 18° 
below normal. 

The week began with a cold mass of air 
enveloping the west from Minnesota to Texas 
and westward. Minot, N.Dak. measured 4° 
below zero Monday morning. The cold air 
moved eastward and by Wednesday warmer 
air was moving northward into the plains. 
McAllen, Tex. measured 86° Wednesday after- 
noon. The warming was short lived as another 
surge of cold air swept southward behind the 
deepening low in Kansas on Thursday. By 
Friday the cold air had moved to the Mississippi 
River. The 20's reached as far south as 
northwestern Texas. In the east temperatures 
ranged from the 30's at the Canadian border 
Cold air continued 
to move into the west where Pacific Coast 
temperatures reached only from 50 to 60°. 

By Easter Sunday the cold air had eovered 
the Nation except for the Southeast. On 
Sunday the lowest temperature for so late 
in the season was recorded at Lubbock, Texas 
with an 18°. Winslow, Ariz. measured 14°. 

In contrast, a summery 90° was the high at 
Orlando, Fla. 
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY 
For the Week of March 24-30 . 


HIGHLIGHTS: Rain, snow, and blizzard conditions 
along with subnormal temperatures throughout 
much of the Nation stalled growth of existing 
crops in many areas and limited field activity. 
Planting of row crops made satisfactory progress 
in Texas, but elsewhere lags the normal pace. 
Adverse weather added stress to livestock and 
required heavy use of supplemental feeds. Snow 
and cold weather increased deaths of new born 
calves and lambs. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat made good to excel- 
lent progress in Texas; growth accelerated in 
Oklahoma; and the crop was greening up in Kansas, 
However, elsewhere in the major winter wheat 
States, subnormal temperatures accompanied with 
either wet or dry conditions slowed greening 

and caused stress in many areas. Moisture short- 
ages still exist in some areas of Texas, the 
Oklahoma Panhandle, western Kansas, Nebraska, 

and eastern Colorado and Wyoming. In Oklahoma, 
19% of the wheat was jointing, 10 days later than 
in 1974. Greenbug infestation was heavy in the 
Panhandle. Growth was moderate in Kansas and 
some blowing occurred in western areas. Wind 
damage was also evident in western Nebraska, 

and scattered areas of eastern Colorado, Winter 
wheat started greening in Illinois, Indiana, and 
Ohio, but excess water was still causing problems. 
Wheat was mostly dormant in Montana and in fair 
to poor condition in eastern Colorado and Wyoming. 
Cold weather put stress on small plants in 
Washington and warmer weather was needed to break 
dormancy. 

Small grains remained fairly stable in the 
Southeastern States, however, the added rainfall 
continued to slow top dressing and spraying. 
In Florida, small grains were heading out. 
ter damage was light in Kentucky, but flood 
damage may be serious. Most areas need warm sunny 
days to aid small grain growth. 

Spring seeding was delayed by rain or snow 
in several States. In Illinois, oat seeding was 
underway; in Missouri 10% done, much behind the 
41% in 1974 and in Kansas 15% was finished 
against 55% normal pace. Barley was 20% seeded 
in Kansas, and 7% done in Colorado, The added 
moisture in North and South Dakota will favor 
the upcoming spring planting. 


Win- 


OTHER CROPS: Wet and cold weather restricted 
fieldwork over much of the Nation, except in the 
South and Southeastern States. Field preparations 
were behind schedule in most States and ranged 

up to 4 weeks late in Tennessee, 

Corn planting advanced to 45% complete in Texas, 
compared with 39% last year, while Louisiana 
farmers have 15% of their corn planted and Georgia 
producers have 5%. Planting was underway in South 
Carolina, while early stands were in good condi- 
tion in Florida, 

Cotton planting was 9% done in Texas versus 7% 

a year earlier and slightly ahead of normal. 
Planting was 50% complete in the western areas of 
Arizona, while cotton in the Yuma area was up to 
stand. Planting slowed in California's San Joaquin 
Valley, but was increasing in the Desert, 

Sorghum was 31% planted in Texas, slightly 
behind last year's pace and conpares with the 
usual 25% planted. In Arizona, planting was 
limited. 


In Louisiana, rice seedbed preparations were 


active, while seeding was 20% finished against 
only 10% in 1974. Rice seeding in Texas was 40% 
done versus 52% a year ago and slightly ahead of 
the 38% normally done. 

Tobacco seed bed preparations were making slow 
progress in Maryland, while some reseeding was 
necessary in Virginia. Flue-cured plant beds 
were in mostly good condition in North Carolina 
and transplanting was underway in South Carolina. 
In Georgia, transplanting was 31% conplete, 
behind last year's 41% and the average progress 
of 36%. Seed beds were 57% seeded in Tennessee, 
compared with 80% in 1974 and normal. Only 
one-third of the beds were seeded in Kentucky. 

Sugarbeet planting was underway in Nebraska; 
Slow in Colorado, and continuing in California 
and Washington. In Texas, 41% of the acreage 
has been planted. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Extremely cold temperatures 
slowed fruit tree development and caused much 
concern about possible freeze damage in several 
States. In Virginia, early variety peaches were 
blooming, with little or no damage to date. 
Apples were also beginning to bloom. Rain ham- 
pered spray programs. 

Peach trees were in full bloom in Georgia and 
Spraying was active. 

Citrus grove condition was excellent in Florida, 
but rain is needed. Bloom was nearly complete. 

Texas citrus harvest was rapidly coming to 
an end. Many fresh market packing sheds have 
already shut down. Trees in several areas have 
set a good fruit crop for next year, while others 
are still blooming. Most groves were extremely 
dry, requiring heavy irrigation. 

Navel, lemon, and avocado harvests continue in 
California with good quality. Valencias were 
developing well. Walnuts were budding, cherries, 
peaches, and prunes were blooming. 


VEGETABLES: Shipments of sweet corn, cucumbers, 
peppers, and squash increased from Florida, 

as cabbage, celery, escarole, lettuce, tomatoes, 
and strawberries declined. 

Onion supplies continue to increase while cab- 
bage and carrot harvesting was in the late stages 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas. Other 
crops were making good growth, 

In California, lettuce peaked at Palo Verde, 
while in other areas, supplies of broccoli, cauli- 
flower, carrots, and celery were in good volume. 
Planting tomatoes for processing increased. 

Tomato transplanting was active in the South 
Carolina coastal area,along with planting cucum- 
bers, snap beans, squash, and sweet corn, 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Subnormal temperatures 
Slowed pasture and range growth in many States. 
Blizzard conditions with snow or rain kept live- 
stock throughout much of the Nation on available 
supplemental feed. Heavy culling continued in 
several areas. Pastures were greening in many 
southern areas, but soft conditions kept usage 
at a minimum. Pastures in Tennessee were short 
and had a high water content while pastures and 
ranges in Colorado were in poor to fair condition 
and generally little moisture was available, 

Calving and lambing were well along in most 
areas and the winter storms during the week 
increased death losses of new born. 
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Based on 1941-70 Normals 


Standard copy for the weekly Weather and Crop 
Bulletin is prepared by: Richard E. Felch, 
Lyle M. Denny, Orus W. Byrd, National Weather 
Service, NOAA; DeLon Brown, Statistical 
Reporting Service, USDA. 
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STATE SUMMARIES OF WEATHER AND AGRICULTURE 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on 


a national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins 


published each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Clearing skies early week introduced 
sunny weather with warming temperatures. Highs 
on 29th and 30th upper 70's and low 80's most 
areas. Rains returned on 29th with most of State 
averaging over 1.00 in. Heaviest rains were in 
the northeastern valleys where locally up to 
4.00 in. fell. 

- $o0il moisture surplus central, adequate to sur- 
plus elsewhere. Good weather midweek alleviated 
some wetness, but weekend showers brought back 

to surplus most areas. Land preparation for 
spring planting active, conditions permitting 

and some planting southern areas. Conditions 
favorable for growth, development small grains 
and winter grazing. Grazing limited many fields 
by excessive moisture. Bedding sweetpotatoes 
continued. Planting tomatoes southern areas. 
Condition livestock poor to fair. Deaths from 
malnutrition rising. Pasture condition improved. 


ARIZONA: Unprecedented cold record. Temperatures 
7 to 15° below normal. Precipitation over 1.00 
in. White Mountains. Trace Salt River Valley, 

5 to 20 in. snowfall high elevations. 

Preparations cotton, western areas 50% planted. 
Yuma fields up to stands. Small grains, safflower 
good progress. Sorghum seedbed preparations, 
plantings limited. Alfalfa hay harvest active 
west. Growth retarded Cochise and Greenlee 
Counties. Sugarbeets for spring harvest good 
progress. Cochise County planting for fall har- 
vest slowed. Lettuce harvest central and west. 
Lettuce satisfactory Cochise. Fruit thinning 
Salt River Valley peaches, apricots. Grapefruit, 
orange harvest Yuma and Valencia picking Salt 
River Valley limited by market demand. Cattle 
condition mostly fair. Spring calving continues. 
Slaughter lamb shipments active. 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures cool, 1° below normal 
south to 11° below normal north. Precipitation 
general mostly mid and late week. Amounts heavv. 
ranging from 1.50 to 8.30 in. at Greers Ferry. 

Considerable acreage of farm land flooded in 
east and east central as result of last week's 
rains. Some land preparation early in week. 
Pastures greening, hay in short supply. 


CALIFORNIA: Precipitation general all areas 
through 25th except southeast Desert. Heavy 
amounts 24th north and central. Weekly amounts 
ranged from 4.00 in. Sierra Nevada to light low 
elevations central, south. Low temperatures 

late period near 30° Central Valley and low 
valleys coastal range. Temperatures averaged 
about 5° below normal Central Valley, 5 to 9° 
below mountain areas southeast; 1 to 5° below 
elsewhere. Strong gusty northerly winds most 
areas 26th to 28th. North winds had drying 
effect but most ground north, still too wet to 
work. Cotton planting slow San Joaquin Valley, 
increasing Desert. Corn planting started, con- 
tinues on safflower, sugarbeets as weather allows. 
Cutting alfalfa hay started San Joaquin Valley, 
increasing in Desert. Spraying and other activi- 
ties resumed. Almond trees blown over, pear bloom 
began. Vineyard activities resumed, vines leaf- 
ing, later than last year. Cold delayed dates 

2 to 3 weeks. Walnuts budding, cherries, peaches, 
prunes blooming. Navel, lemon, avocado harvest 


continues, quality good, some damage, winds. 
Valencias developing well. Asparagus slow, cool 
weather, active Imperial and Delta, nearing 
completion Coachella. Broccoli, cauliflower 
volume strong. Carrots digging active Desert. 
Celery in good volume Oxnard. Lettuce at peak 
Palo Verde, nearing completion Imperial, begin- 
ning Santa Maria, increasing Oxnard. Strawberry 
increased south. Planting processing tomatoes 
increased. Cold, dry winds slowed feed growth. 
Heavy snows hampered feeding, calving north. 
Spring shearing continuing. Livestock good con- 
dition. Stock water supplies ampie. 


COLORADO: Warm early week. Major storm west 
night of 25th followed by arctic cold moved south- 
ward night of 26th bringing snow, strong winds, 
bitter cold, and blizzard conditions mountains 

and northeast. 

Blowing and drifting snow made conditions dan- 
gerous travelers and livestock. Blizzard condi- 
tions halted fieldwork progress. Spring barley 
7% planted, 21% average. Oats 15% planted, 26% 
average. Sugarbeets and potato planting little 
progress. Winter wheat and barley poor condition, 
Oats and spring barley fair to good. Scattered 
wind damage. Livestock condition good. Ranges 
and pastures fair to poor with generally little 
moisture. 


FLORIDA: Slightly cooler in Panhandle on 30th. 
Temperatures averaged a few degrees above normal. 
Rainfall widely scattered and generally light, 
except in north central, where amounts were 
moderate. 

Soil moisture adequate west and north, short 
central and south. Planting of spring crops good 
progress. Early planted corn and tobacco good 
condition, some damage from blowing sand. Small 
grains heading. Sugarcane harvest about complete. 
Young cane good to excellent condition. Pas- 
ture conditions virtually unchanged. Permanent 
pasture grasses adding new growth as moisture con- 
ditions improve. Pastures range from poor to good 
condition throughout. Cattle and calves fair 
condition statewide. Citrus grove condition 
excellent, rain needed, few growers irrigating. 
Bloom nearly completed. Supplies of cabbage, 
tomatoes decreased but continued as volume leaders. 
Increased supplies for sweet corn, cucumbers, 
peppers, potatoes, squash, but volume declined 
for celery, escarole, lettuce and strawberries. 
Snap beans, carrots, radishes remained steady. 


GEORGIA: Heaviest rainfall northern third, 

west central. Amounts 1.00 to 1.50 in., less 

than 0.50 in. southeast. Temperatures 5 to 7° 
above normal north, 2 to 4° above normal south. 
Tornado in Atlanta on 24th with extensive property 
damage. 

Soil moisture mostly surplus. Fieldwork 
delayed by wet soils. Tobacco fair to mostly 
good, transplanting 21% complete, well below 
1974's 41% and average of 36%. Corn fair to 
good, 5% planted, 1974 and average both 7%. 

No cotton planted, same as 1974, 5-year average 
1%. Small grains fair to mostly good, fertiliza- 
tion active where soils would support machinery. 
Watermelons fair to good, 25% planted with some 
replanting. Peaches full bloom, spraying 

active. Pastures and cattle fair, hogs good. 
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HAWAII: Partly cloudy to cloudy skies. Rain- 
fall increased towards end of week. 

Rain generally beneficial to crops and orchards, 
Frequent spraying necessary to control insect 
infestation. Vegetable, banana and papaya, 
supplies continue light. Pastures in good condi- 
tion, rains added needed moisture. Pineapple 
harvesting light. Sugar harvesting not full 
swing, most mills in operation. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 8 to 10° below normal. 
Maxima; 40's and low 50's, minima sub-teens east 
to mostly teens elsewhere. Precipitation little 
below normal north but well above normal else- 
where. Greatest amount 1.21 in. at Jerome. 

Fieldwork restricted most areas because of 
above normal precipitation and cold, windy 
weather. Limited activity lighter soils south- 
east late week. Seed potato shipments remain 
active. Some calving and lambing problems 
because of weather. However, mature animals have 
come through winter in good condition. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 5 to 12° below normal. 
Extreme south warmer, 5 to 7° below normal. 
Precipitation heavy, 1.00 in. north to over 
5.00 in. southeast near Cairo. 

Winter wheat good condition; south greening 
up, but some excessive moisture problems. Live- 
stock mostly good condition. Cold, rainy weather 
limited fieldwork. Main activities: Plowing, 
planting oats. 


INDIANA: Cold week with considerable snow and 
rain. Freezing rain on 27th caused some power 
outages and dangerous travel. Precipitation 
0.75 in. north, over 2.00 in. south. Tempera- 
tures averaged 36 and 8° below normal. 

Surface soils frozen again. Return to wintery 
weather halted or slowed field activities after 
the good advances the previous week. Readying 
equipment and supplies major activity. Some 
additional greening up during week. 


IOWA: Temperatures 9 to 14° below normal. Pre- 
cipitation near normal northeast, well above nor- 
mal elsewhere. Most precipitation fell during 
ice storm night 26th morning 27th. Considerable 
damage to power and telephone lines resulted. 


KANSAS: Temperature averages much below normal, 
ranged from 6° below normal southwest to 11° 
below normal northeast. Rains in excess of 1.00 
in. fell east and south central, lighter amounts 
elsewhere, 

Wheat greening, growth moderate. 
western third. Spring oats 15% planted, normal 
55%. Spring barley 20% planted, normal 35%. 
Cattle moving off wheat pasture southern counties. 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures up and down daily, 
averaged near normal. Light showers early with 
heavy rain at end of week. Total rainfall mostly 
3.00 to 5.00 in. 

Fields wet and sloppy. Very little farmwork 
done, only 1.5 days favorable for outside activi- 
ties. About 25% plowing done, none lately. Small 
amount of fertilizer spread, very little wheat 
top dressed and pasture renovation is behind sche- 
dule. Only one-third tobacco beds seeded, few 
with plants up. Livestock generally still on 
winter feed, cattle only getting 25% of roughage 
requirements from pastures. Grass growth slowed 
by cool, cloudy weather. Winter damage to small 
grains and legumes light, but flood losses may 
be serious. 


Light blowing 
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LOUISIANA: Temperatures 3 to 4° below normal 
north, normal to 2° above central and south. 
Warming trend early week, very warm midweek, 
sharply cooler over weekend. Extremes: 84 
Houma 24th and 33° Ashland on 25th. Precipita- 
tion moderate north, mostly light south. 
Greatest l-day total, 2.00 in. Calhoun 29th. 

Soil moisture surplus north, adequate south. 
Days favorable for fieldwork 4.1. Corn planting 
15% complete, slightly behind 1974 but equals 
average. Rice farmers busy preparing seedbeds 
and seeding; 20% seeded, 10% 1974, 8% average. 
Sugarcane stands good. Growth slowed by below 
normal temperatures. Some fields grassy. Vege- 
table planting active New Orleans area. Straw- 
berry quality good. Pastures mostly average, 
cattle fair. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Temperatures near nor- 
mal. Highs low 60's to low 70's, lows 10° 
western Maryland, low 20's to low 30's else- 
where. Precipitation Variable over two States 
ranging 0.30 to 1.38 in. 

Showers and cloudy skies keep soils soggy. 
Winter grains good stands. Some damage in 
low areas and by grazing wildfowl. Nitrogen 
top dressing and garlic control spraying 
critically behind schedule in wetter areas. 
Slow progress tobacco seed beds. Live~ 
stock generally good, some farmers low on 
roughage due partly to limited winter 
pasture growth. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures varied widely, averaged 
from 6 to 10° below normal. A major storm 
affected temperatures early week, on 24th 
temperatures in the extreme southeast Lower 
Peninsula were 12 to 16° above normal but 
dropped to 10 to 12° below normal by 25th. 
Precipitation was generally above normal. 
An intense spring storm on 24th and 25th 
brought gusty winds, spread precipitation 
throughout and created blizzard like con- 
ditions over most of the Upper Peninusla. 
Additional snowfalls over the Upper Peninsula 
ranged from 31 in. at Marquette to 10 in. 
at Sault Ste. Marie. 

There was practically no fieldwork 
accomplished. 
MINNESOTA: A very cold week with 2 blizzards 
and excessive snowfall. Temperatures 12 to 15° 
below normal. Extremes: Low 40's far south~ 
west on 28th to 15° below zero upper northwest 
on 30th. Total water equivilant 0.50 in. far 
southwest to 1.60 in. northeast, or 0.30 in. 
above normal southwest to 1.16 in. above nor- 
mal northeast. New snowfall from blizzards on 
23rd and 24th and 26th to 29th 8 to 14 in. 
west central through northeast with 4 to 7 in. 
common elsewhere. Snow on ground at week's end: 
24 to 33 in. west central, 8 to 18 in. upper 
northwest and 5 to 15 in. south, 

Winter conditions returned and restricted 
farmers to only care and management of livestock. 
Spring fieldwork postponed several weeks. 


MISSISSIPPI: Most of rain on 24th. 
atures averaged 4° above normal. Extremes: 
94 and 31°. Greatest 24-hour rainfall was 
2.37 in. near Roxie; 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Field- 
work: 3.0 days suitable. Plowing 26% com- 
plete, 54% 1974, normal 39%. Irish potatoes 
61% planted, 84% 1974, Wheat 36% jointing, 
82% 1974, normal 43%. Oats 37% jointing, 

82% 1974, normal 42%. Condition of wheat 
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and oats fair to good. Condition of Irish 
potatoes, peaches, truck crops and pastures 
mostly fair. Condition of livestock poor 
to fair. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures near 5° below normal 
north, near normal central and around 3° 
above normal extreme south. Precipitation 
was heavy south with an average of 3.95 in. 
Bootheel, 2.95 in, east Ozarks and 2.55 in, 
west Ozarks. In north central, precipitation 
averaged from 1.72 in. northeast to 1,10 in, 
west central plains, 

Fieldwork: 1 day suitable. Little work 
actually done due to excess moisture. Oats 
10% sown, 41% 1974. Intended plowing 26% 
complete, Fuel and fertilizer supplies 
adequate. Wheat generally fair to good con- 
dition. Pastures mostly fair condition, 

Soil moisture surplus over twoethirds of State, 
remaining third adequate. 


MONTANA: Week began with major spring storm 
and ended with another outbreak of artic air. 
Temperatures well below normal. Highest 
maximums 40's and 50's, minimums fell from 
zero to 10° below zero. Precipitation be-~ 
low normal west above normal elsewhere. 
Winter wheat fair to good except mostly 
fair main winter wheat areas. Topsoil 
moisture adequate most areas, dry north. 
Winter wheat mostly dormant, some greening 
south, Field tillage mostly stalled. 
Calving and lambing, losses mostly normal 
except above normal localized areas because 
of cold, snowy weather. Nearly 40% calving 
and 45% lambing complete. .Shearing about 30% 
done, 


NEBRASKA: 


Precipitation fairly general, from 


Up to 15 in. snow 
Temperatures averaged 
Winds 40 to 60 mph 


0,50 to 2.00 in. moisture. 
Panhandle and northwest. 
10 to 15° below normal. 
west. 

Some cattle losses almost certain. Spring 
storm especially bad because in middle of 
calving. Loss of calves born during storm 
expected high. Many cattle drifted with winds, 
going through fences. Most cattle now fed. 
Pasture and range feed conditions short 80%. 
Spring fieldwork delayed by snow storms, high 
winds. Fieldwork: 1.5 days suitable. Top~ 
soil moisture supplies short 45%, adequate 
49%, surplus 6%, Subsoil moisture short 90%, 
Fertilizer adequate 80% of counties, Winter 
wheat poor to fair condition. Some wheat 
fields in west took severe beating from high 
winds, Other areas spotty stands, Farmers 
considering planting spring wheat, oats, other 
small grains some areas. Alfalfa and wild 
hay mostly fair condition, Sugarbeet ground 
preparation under way, some already planted. 


NEVADA: Pacific storm brought cold temperatures 
and moderate to heavy precipitation north and 
central and light precipitation south. Tem- 
peratures ranged 3 to 12° below normal. Ex- 
tremes; ~-2° Mountain City and Logandale 74°. 
Seedbed preparation slowed by cold weather. 
Winter planting greening, looks good, Range 
grasses most dormant, soil moisture condition 
good to very good. Calving, lambing continues. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation occurred every day 
except March 27th and 28th. No major storms 
involved. Temperature extremes 25th upper 50's 
southern and western sections, 27th low 50's 
extreme south. Low temperatures zero to 5° 
above zero north to teens south nights of March 
26th and 27th. 
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NEW JERSEY: Cold with temperatures 5 to 7° below 
normal. Averages 37° north, 42° south and 41° 
coastal. Extremes: 14° at Newton and 68° at 
Bridgeton, Hamonton and Pemberton. Rainfall 
averaged 0.86 in. north, 1.31 in. south and 0.59 
in. coastal. 

Soil moisture remains close to 100% of field 
capacity throughout. Cold weather delayed field- 
work. Some vegetable and potato acreage planted. 
Peach bloom expected to be full the weekend of 
April 12th and 13th. Pastures greening. 


NEW MEXICO: Mild early with major storm develop~ 
ing 26th. Recurrent snows continuing north ~ 
through 28th and south through 29th. Several 
inches new snow southern mountains 28th and 29th, 
Precipitation up to 1.15 in. at Silver City and 
2.60 at Ruidoso. Very cold weather last half 

of week with temperatures generally averaging 

5 to 10° colder than normal. 

Soil moisture short to adequate. Northeast, 
southwest border areas need moisture on dryland. 
Winter wheat, barley, alfalfa fair to good. 
Vegetables good in Mesilla Valley. Livestock 


fair to good with calving, lambing, shearing active. 


NEW YORK: Temperatures averaged well below nor- 
mal ranging from 62° at New York City and Pough- 
keepsie to minus 1° at Saranac Lake. Precipita~ 
tion near normal. A significant amount of the 
week's rain fell the 24th. Mild conditions on 
25th as temperatures climbed to near 60° in 
southeast. Unseasonably cold, windy weather 
followed from 26th to 28th. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged 2° above 
normal. Highs 60 to 70°, lows 40 to 50°. Rain- 
fall heavy early week. Strong winds and thunder- 
storms and a few tornadoes on 24th. Scattered 
frost end of week. 

Fieldwork: 2.1 days suitable. Soil moisture 
36% adequate, 64% surplus. Small grain con- 
dition fairly stable, mostly good. Flue-cured 
tobacco plant beds fair to mostly good. Irish 
potato condition fair to gaod. Hay and feed 
grain supplies adequate. Farmers beginning to 
prepare land for spring planting, 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures way below normal, 
ranging from 18° below normal southwest to 8° 
below normal east central. Extremes: 39° at 
Wahpeton to -13° at Dickinson. Precipitation 
above normal, ranges from 2.57 in. above normal 
south central to 0.42 in. north central. Most 
precipitation at Jamestown with 2.96 in. James- 
town also had greatest 24-hour precipitation with 
1.34 in. on 24th. Weekend fair to cold tempera- 
tures with statewide snow showers falling mid 
and end of week when blizzard immobilized State. 
Moisture received favorable for spring planting 
and grasses. Some calf and lamb losses due to 
recent storm. Feed supplies became problem with 
storm. Some dairymen unable to market milk due 
to blocked roads. Farmers busy digging out 
from and in some cases still attempting to reach 
livestock, 


OHIO: Cloudy and rather windy with precipitation 
somewhere each day. One inch of snow on ground 
Cleveland on 26th and Dayton on the 27th. 
Heaviest rainfall on 28th of over 1.00 in. 
south. Precipitation ranges 2.42 in. south to 
1.65 in. northeast. Temperatures averaged be- 
low normal. High was 70° south on 24th and low 
was 14° northeast on 27th. 

Little fieldwork due to wet fields. 
standing in a few wheat fields. 


Water 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged from 4° below 


normal to 3° above normal. Precipitation 
averaged from 0.20 in. Panhandle to 2,25 in. 
east central. Weekend cool with precipitation 
most areas occurring as light to moderate Snow. 

Wheat growth accelerated; 19% jointing, 
about 10 days later than year ago, condition 
good. Adequate to surplus soil moisture, except 
Panhandle where dry and wheat poor. Panhandle 
and southwest have heavy greenbug infestations. 
Oats 85% up to stand, barley 94% up to stand, 
both equal to year ago. Fruit trees blooming, 
but weekend freeze may have caused damage. 
Pastures greening. Fields still wet. 


OREGON: Temperatures few degrees below normal 
west, 7 to 13° below normal east. Precipitation 
on coast ranged 1.00 to 4.00 in., 0.50 to 4.00 

in. western valleys, 0.50 to 1.00 in. east, except 
Pendleton and Hermiston, 

Fall seeded grains fair to good. 
seeding, fertilizing continuing. 
grain to be seeded in April. Pruning, spraying 
orchards. Smudge pots in cherry orchards being 
prepared for frost. Vegetable growers continue 
to negotiate processing price. Seed potatoes are 
moving. Livestock in good to excellent condition. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Mostly cold, wet week. Temper~ 
atures 5 to 8° subnormal. Extremes: 66 and 10°. 
Measurable precipitation on 5 days with 0.75 in. 
most places and up to 1.00 in. southeast. Traces 
to 3 in. new snow western and northern counties. 

Machinery preparation continues. Some limited 
spring plowing begun. 


Plowing, 
Majority of spring 


PUERTO RICO: Average rainfall 0.85 in. Highest 
weekly total 2.79 in. at Arecibo Ionospheric Obs, 
Highest 24-hour total 2.03 in. at Arecibo Iono- 
spheric Obs. Temperatures averaged about 75° on 
coasts and 69° interior. Extremes: 48 and 90°. 

Dry weather favored normal continuation of 
Sugarcane harvest and preparation of soil for 
planting operations, but affected development of 
recent plantings. Lack of rainfall slowed coffee 
shrub flowering and retarded development of new 
plantings. Drying of bean continued normally. 
Good weather for tobacco harvesting and drying in 
the shed. Lack of rain seriously affecting pas- 
tures. Continued dry interrupted food crops 
planting operations mainly South Coastal areas 
while some scattered rainshowers fell over east; 
west areas giving some relief. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures generally above 
normal early week dropping to subnormal midweek 
and rising thereafter. Above normal rainfall 
ranged from 2.00 in., mountains to around 1.00 
in. elsewhere except along coast, where 1,00 to 
2.00 in. occurred. Cold front moved through 
early in week preceded by damaging wind storms, 

Excessive soil moisture still delaying land 
preparation most areas. Some planting of corn 
underway. Transplanting tobacco underway with 
adequate supply. Plant beds in good condition. 
Spraying peaches active. Very little damage 
from cold weather thus far. Coastal area 
transplanting tomato plants, planting snap beans, 
cucumbers, corn, and squash. Small grains in 
good condition, 


SOUTH DAKOTA: A week of heavy snow and blizzard 
conditions plagued farmers and ranchers through- 
out. Heaviest accumulations in Black Hills and 
central. Electricity and telephone service 
knocked out many areas. All roads and highways 
closed at various times during week. Tempera- 
tures averaged 14 to 22° below normal. Extremes: 
-8° Zeona and Selby midweek, 52° Rapid City on 
30th. North and west received 1.00 to 3.00 in. 
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above normal precipitation, some areas south 0.25 
below normal. 

Main farm activities are feeding livestock 
and scooping snow. Some livestock losses due to 


blizzard, mainly in newborn calves and lambs. 


TENNESSEE: Strong winds brought rapid drying 
early in week, but this was canceled by 3.00 

to 5.00 in. of rain later. Temperatures averaged 
1 to 3° below seasonal normals. 

Land preparation for planting further delayed, 
now 4 weeks behind normal. In last 3 weeks less 
than 3 days suitable for fieldwork, Tobacco 
beds 57% planted, 80% 1974 and normal. Many 
damaged and need replanting. Small grains need 
warm, sunny days. Most pastures short, 


TEXAS: Cloudy skies, moist air returned 26th 

as cool front brought winds, scattered showers, 
thunderstorms. Colder air settled over State 
29th. Western portion, temperatures 6 to 8° 
below normal; elsewhere, 3 to 4° below normal. 
Rainfall north, west, near normal, south, little 
or no precipitation. 

Wheat, oats good to excellent progress. Many 
fields southern half headed out. Planting cotton, 
corn, sorghum satisfactory progress. Short mois- 
ture delayed germination some localities. Major 
crops percent planted: Cotton 9, 1974 7, average 
8; corn 45, 1974 39, average 37; sorghum 31, 

1974 32, average 25; peanuts 7, 1974 2, average -; 
rice 40, 1974 52, average 38; sugarbeets 41, 
1974 53, average 34. Lower Rio Grande Valley: 
Onion supplies continue increase, harvest early 
fields. Dry weather extremely hot temperatures 
causing rapid maturity many fields. Cabbage, 
carrot harvest in latter stages. Tomatoes begin- 
ning to set fruit. Cantaloups, honeydews making 
good progress. Coastal Bend: Irrigated water- 
melons making good growth, dry land melons begin- 
ning to suffer from lack of rainfall. Cucumbers 
vining. San Antonio-Winter Garden: Potatoes 
making satisfactory growth. Early melons begin- 
ning to vine with later melons emerging. Cab 
bage, onions making satisfactory growth. Laredo: 
Onions making good growth, Central: Watermelon, 
tomato planting remain active. Many areas, 
excessive soil moisture limited land preparation. 
High Plains: Onion, potato planting continues. 
Peaches blooming north, High Plains. Full extent 
damage from freezing temperatures 28th, 29th not 
known for several weeks. South, prospects good 
with peaches sizing rapidly. Pecan buds swelling 
as far north as Cross-Timbers, along Red River. 
South central along upper coast, trees leafing, 
some areas, blooming. Citrus season rapidly com- 
ing to close. Many fresh market packing sheds 
already shutdown operations: Many trees already 
set good fruit crop for next season while other 
trees still blooming. Most groves extremely dry, 
requiring heavy irrigation. Movement livestock 
off wheat, oat fields where grain crop expected 
virtually complete. Livestock good gains where 
small grain fields grazed out. Heavy culling 
underway across State as hay supplies short, 

» 


UTAH: Recurring rain and snow most sections. 
Accumulated amounts of moisture generally 
moderate but locally very heavy. Storms followed 
by very cold minimum temperatures for so late 

in season. Many higher mountain valley stations 
recorded sub-zero minimum north. Average 
temperatures ranged between 7 and 12° below 
normal, 

Freezing temperatures brought fieldwork to a 
halt over much of State. Apricots in full bloom 
in Washington County received extensive damage. 
Peaches hurt some. Too soon to tell in other 


areas not quite so advanced. Sheep shearing on 
western ranges was in progress. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures averaged near normal, 
Extremes: 83 and 20°. Rainfall less than 1.00 
in. to 3.00 in., heaviest southwest. 

Fieldwork: 1.9 days suitable. Topsoil mois- 
ture 54% surplus, 46% adequate. Spring plowing, 
fertilizer applications 2 to 3 weeks behind. 

Top dressed small grains responding well. Some 
land plowed, spring oats seeded, herbicides, 
fertilizer applied to grains. More potatoes 
planted, seed pieces in low areas rotting. A 

few tobacco plantbeds reseeded. Early variety 
peaches blooming all areas but west and north, 
Little, if any, frost damage to date. Apples 
beginning to bloom. Rain hampered spray programs. 
Improved pastures reduced livestock feed require- 
ments some areas, 


WASHINGTON: West: Cool and dry. Temperatures 
2 to 8° subnormal. Precipitation from 0.35 

to 1.00 in. subnormal interior and 1.50 to 2.50 
in. subnormal along coast. 

Freezing nighttime temperatures delayed pasture 
and caneberry growth. Major activities: Plowing, 
seed bed preparation on green peas, and pastures, 
planting early lettuce, fertilizing cabbage and 
caneberries. Harvesting forced rhubarb and 
flowers. Hay supplies adequate with some cattle 
on pastures. East: Cool and dry. Temperatures 
5 to 10° subnormal. Precipitation 0.10 to 0.40 
in. subnormal except near normal extreme south- 
western central basin. 

Major activities in orchards: Pruning, instal- 
lation of overtree sprinklers, delayed dormant 
spraying for pear psylla. Strong winds blew out 
some early planted crops. Planting: Sugarbeets, 
potatoes, mint, asparagus, green peas, spring 
wheat and barley. Extremely cold temperatures 
in east put stress on small wheat plants and 
further delayed fieldwork. Snow mold still 
showing up. Recrop wheat emerging well but most 
stands small. Reseeding still expected. Soil 
moisture excellent. Warmer weather needed to 
help wheat break dormancy. Pastures growing 
slowly. Hay supplies being depleted. Newborn 
cattle and sheep suffering due to weather. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures normal. Precipita- 

tion below normal north and above normal elsewhere. 
Soil moisture mostly surplus, delaying spring 

plowing. Work schedule about two weeks behind. 


WISCONSIN: Unseasonably cold weather with tem- 
peratures 7 to 15° below normal. Highs in the 
20's and low 30's. Lows, zero or below extreme 
north 26th and on 29th and 30th. Blizzard con- 
ditions north and central on 27th with heavy 
snow and strong winds. Snow of 4 to 8 in. west 
central and north, and 1 to 2 in. of sleet and 
snow southeast. Snow changed to rain in south 
and east on 28th. Weekend was cold with scat- 
tered snow flurries on 29th. 


WYOMING: Spring blizzard brought below normal 
temperatures and above normal precipitation, 
Mean temperatures 5 to 10° below seasonal. 
Precipitation averaged 0.20 to 0.80 in. above 
normal, 

Seedbed preparation, spring planting halted by 
snow storms. Fieldwork delayed. Barley about 
9%, spring wheat 3%, oats and sugarbeets 2%. 
Topsoil moisture adequate. Winter wheat pros- 
pects poor to fair southeast, good elsewhere. 
Calving 35-40% done; 35% range ewes, 60% farm 
flocks lambed. About 25% range sheep shorn; 
nearly 50% farm flocks. Some losses new born animals, 
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AGRICULTURAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE AVERAGE MONTHLY OUTLOOK: Above normal precipitation would 
be beneficial from the central Great Plains westward. However, soil moisture conditions from 
the southern Corn Belt to the Gulf of Mexico are already mostly surplus to excessive. 
Continued above normal rainfall would delay field preparations in the north and seeding in 
the south where activity should increase markedly during the next four weeks. Below normal 
temperatures over the northern Great Plains and the western States would slow the development 
of small grains. The potential benefits of near normal temperatures through the Corn Belt 
would be nullified by the above normal precipitation. Above normal temperatures along the 
East Coast would push fruit development but combined with above normal precipitation early 
insect and disease problems could develop. 
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These maps give the percentage difference in heating degree-day accumulations 
for the indicated period. A positive departure (shaded) indicates that the 
current heating degree-day accumulation is greater so that temperatures have 
been colder. This is the last time that the maps will appear during the 
1974/75 heating season. The weekly table of values will continue until mid-May. 
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Fresno... 102 | 36 2514) 115' 306 | MINN.Duluth... Scranton .. ./| 197 25 ~449 -370 
Los Angeles. . 64; 8 1059 |-370/-110 Internatl Falis R.I.Providence .| 290!) 30 “17 221 
Red Bluff. ... 98 | 26 | 2678) 290; 235 Minneapolis .. S.C,.Charleston ./| 27\- 21 -29 497 
San Diego. ...| 50) 6 1102 |~124| = Rochester... Columbia .../ 32/- 26 “339 664 
San Francisco. .| 909) 12 2512) 102) St. Cloud... Greenville ..| 79 2 - 26 430 
Stockton . 93 18 | 2677| 177) A MISS.Jackson. .. S.DAK,Aberdeen . | 322 99 “465 -493 
COLO.Denver. . 255 | 80/5238) 104| 197 Meridian. ... Huron. . « + +/313/ 101 “139 204 
Grand Junction ./| 23; | 88/5191, 162-170 | MO.Columbia ... Rapid City . ./323) 113 116 420 
Pueblo . . -1218! 67 4813 | 20! 248 Kansas City . . Sioux Falls. 300; 93 - 11) 312 
CONN .Bridgeport. ./ 19; 27 | 4495'-197! 235 St. Louis... TENN ..Chattanooga/ji90\ 16 105 744 
Hartford... .| 202) 26] 5336/\-222!) 256 Springfield .. Knoxville. . ./ 89 5 -10% 507 
DEL.Wilmington .. 157 | 19 | 4167/-246' 280 MONT.Billings .. Memphis. ...] 80 2 -383 329 
D.C.Washington . ./ 338 6 | 3401|-459| 322 Glasgow... =. Nashville. . .| goi- 1 “317 4314 
FLA.Apalachicola . 3+ 23] 965/-363! 203 Great Falls . . TEX.Abilene. ..| 87| 26 91} 479 
Daytona Beach. . 3+ 13 538'-340!' 47 Havre ..+ +s Amarillo . ~ «| 481 69 61, 498 
Ft. Myers. . Oo - 5 146 311) - 87 Helena. **eee Austin . & oe 46 11 -1211 22a 
Jacksonville .. 13 - 121 1105!-195!| 240 Kalispell ... Brownsville. . 14 2 “134 39g 
Key West .... 0 0 - 55\- 34 Miles City. .. rpus Christi/ 28; 12 “111, 123 
Lakeland . °° OF 10] 364/-304\- 9 Missoula. .. . Del Rio. ..-/| 39 15 11 297 
ths © ee es Oo 0 -147|- 72 | NEBR.Grand Island El Paso. . -+| 92) 37 214 
Orlando. .. ° OF 11 378 |-316/\- 22 Lincoln... « Fort Worth . ./| 71 15 “13 247 
Tallahassee. . .| 14 + 12] 1457/- 691 440 Norfolk... . Galveston. . -| 28 0 -33 98 
Tampa. ‘ 0 121 386/-322/- 20 North Platte. . Houston. . + +| 36 ~ -266- 2 
W. Palm Beach. . 0 o| 107/-192/- 65 Qmaba ..... Lubbock. . - -/130) 39 - 17 639 
GA.Atlanta ....]| 60 + 171] 2661/-253! 514 Valentine... Midland. .. +} 88, 29 “193 257 
Augusta. . -| 42 + 14] 2456| 16| 623 | NEV.Ely..... Beaumont ..-+/ 31 0 ~1 154 
Macon. .....]| 31 - 171 1933|-229!| 450 Las Vegas .. . San Angelo . ./| 72) 25 464 
Savannah ....| 14 271 1443/-441| 242 SG. » co 2 6 6 San Antonio. .| 44) 14 - 39 24¢ 
IDAHO.Boise. . . .| 490)! 391 4745/-239| 243 Winnemucca. . . Victoria .../| 31 ~ - 84 
Lewiston... .|187/! 47 -282|- 15 | N.H.Conco . Waco. +... +| 64) 19 430 
Pocatello. . ..|258! 7116007! 34) 225 | N.J.Atiantic “city Wichita Falls. 107 37 437 
ILL.Cairo. . .. .1|135 | 401 3592!/- 15! 374 mton...-. UTAH.Salt Lake C/ 039; «83 44 
Chicago. ... .|232/| 68 - 14) 191 | §.MEX.Albuque VT.Burlington. .| 258; 43 -1340 
Moline... . .|241| 7215790! 57| 260 S38 s «© ee VA.Lynchburg . -/ 133) 24 541 
Peoria... . +1234)! 7515529! 65) 318 | §.Y. es 2 ee folk. . «+! g2\- 4 355 
Rockford . . . «| 252 71 33 ton. .. Richmond. ../ g9/- 2 534 
Springfield. . .| 214)! 691 4979/- 53! 315 Baffalc “be Roanoke. *|136; 24 629g 
IND.Evansville ..| 445) 28 | 4085/-166| 492 New York. ... WAS -Quiliayute. 168 9 ~447 
Fort Wayne . . .| 221| 53] 5469|- 8] 254 Rochester .. . Seattle-Tacoma) i58/ 19 7% 
Indianapolis . ./| 200/ 55/ 4983/- 18) 616 Syracuse. °° Spokane. . - -| 225) 50 358 
South Bend . . .j| 229) 52/| 5204|-450| 270]N.C.Asheville. . Walla Walla. .| 465) 44 46 
IOWA.Burlington. .| 236/ 73 82) 357 tteras. ... Yakima . . + +/ 178) 32 29 
Des Moines .. .j| 248 67 | 5915'- 95) 395 Charlotte... W.VA.Beckley . «| 14175 30 721 
Dubuque. . . . .| 279! 86] 6625! 194) 388 Greensboro, . . arleston . -|156| 40 847 
Sioux City . ..j| 262! 76] 6355| 122) 620 Raleigh .... Huntington ../ 147) 29 620 
KANS.Concordia . ./| 218! 66)! 5142 91| 265 Wilmington. . . Parkersburg. -./| 148 22 564 
Dodge City . ..|198) 581] 4569' 21! 271 | N.Dak.Biemarck. . WIS.Green Bay. «| 972! 55 305 
Goodland... .| 244! 69/5427) 91 2 «os «es 6 La + «+ +1280! 83 308 
ka... + +| 198] 60] 4873) 108) 257 Williston... Madison. . - -/ 257) 49 48 
Wichita. ... «] 182 59 | 4498) 199| 221 | OHIO.Akron-Canton Milwaukee. . .| 947 45 213 
KY.Lexington . ..| 154)! 311] 4135|-162) 564 Cleveland... WYO.Casper . . +-| 319) 104 372 
Louisville .. .j]| 141 21 | 3934/-300;| 511 Columbus. .. . Cheyenne . . -| 328) 112 437 
LA.Baton Rouge . . 30 - 11 1366|-268| 344 Cincinnati. .. @er.. + +} 300 89 234 
Lake Charles . .| 27} 4] 1257/-212) 185] Dayton. .... Sheridan. . -/301) 88 523 
New Orleans. .. 20 8! 1209/|-224) 294 Toledo. ... s+ 
Shreveport... 62 15] 2119 28; 287 Youngstown. .. 
MAINE .Cari + « «| 282) 25/8164) 60) 53 | OKLA.Okla City. . 
* Based on 1941-70 Normals + Accumulation July 1, 1974 




































































